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Sunday, July 13th 

 
Sunday, july 13th  

Divine liturgy 9:30 am 
5th Sunday after pentecost , tone 4 

Synaxis of the 12 apostles 
Rm 10: 1-10, mt 8: 28- 9:1 

Panachyda for members of the Haluszczak family 
 

Tuesday, July 15th  
Moleben for Ukraine 7:00 pm 

 
Saturday, June 19th  

Vespers 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday, july 20th  
Divine liturgy 9:30 am 

6th Sunday after pentecost , tone 5 
St. kyriakia 

Rm 12: 6-14, mt 9: 1-8 
 

Today’s Bulletin is sponsored by 
 

Congratulations to Nick and Jaymie Wachnowsky on the birth 
of their daughter Juliet Catherine Wachnowsky on Monday 

July 7th from the Wachnowsy family. 
 

PARISH SPONSOR-A-Day 
 

All Services live streamed at: 
https://orthodoxcarnegie.org/livestream 

 
 
 

 
 



 
We welcome you today 

 

We would like to remind our visitors of the following;: 
 

 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church.  We hope that you will be able to worship as well as 
have fellowship with us.  Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the rector 
or any member of the church.  We are able to place you on our mailing list.  

 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church.  In like manner, Orthodox Christians 
may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church.  While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity and be able 
to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of unity and not a 
means of unity. 

 

We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.   
 

 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently. 
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24) 
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and 

having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion. 
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the year). 

and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior. 
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion. 
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion. 
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year. 
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice. 
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines. 
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from 

the above guidelines.  
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today.  Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  May 
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord. 

 

Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що: 

ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут, 
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи, зокрема, 
про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми можемо внести 
вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки; 
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно, 
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у 
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення церкви 
про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності. 

НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У 
ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ: 

ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;                                                                               
ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);        
перед   тим,   як   прийти   на   Святе   Причастя,   дуже   важливо  ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було 
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;                                                                       
тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із 
чотирьох щорічних постів);                                                                                                                                                                    
ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;                                                                                                                              
ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;                                                    
всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;                                                         
ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть 
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від  вище викладених вимог;                                   
немовлята  та  діти  до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе 
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;                                                                                                                   
Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу 
Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить 
нас один до одного Боh 



 

Synaxis of the Holy, Glorious and All-Praised  
Twelve Apostles 

 
Troparion to the Resurrection – Tone 4 

 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the 
joyous message of Thy Resurrection; they cast away the ancestral 
curse and elatedly told the apostles: Death is overthrown! Christ 

God is risen, granting the world great mercy. 
 

Troparion - Tone 4  
 

First-enthroned of the apostles, 
teachers of the universe: 
Entreat the Master of all 

to grant peace to the world, 
and to our souls great mercy! 

 
Kontakion - Tone 2  

 
Today Christ the Rock glorifies with highest honor Peter, the 

rock of faith and leader of the apostles, 
together with Paul and the company of the twelve, whose 

memory we celebrate with eagerness of faith, 
giving glory to the One Who gave glory to them 

 
Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 4 

 

My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth born from their chains. He has shattered the gates 
of hell, and as Master, he has risen on the third day! 

 
Prokiemon– Tone 4 

 

So Great and glorious are Thy deeds, O Lord/, for by Thy wisdom Thou has created all. 

Verse: Bless the Lord. O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou art become exceedingly glorious. 

 

Lesson from the Epistle of Saint Paul to the Romans 
(c. 10, v. 1-10 ) 

     Brethren, I desire with all my heart and I pray to God for the salvation of Israel. I can testify that they have a zeal 
for God, but it is not based on knowledge. Ignoring and disregarding the justification, which comes from God, they 
are trying to institute a justification of their own. For Christ has superseded the Law, and everyone, who has faith in 
him, may be justified.  
     Moses tells us in the Scriptures that every man, who observes the rules prescribed by the Law, will find life through 
them. But justification, which comes from faith, is much easier. It does not mean that we must ascend into heaven to 
bring Christ down on earth, or descent into the abyss to bring. Christ up from the dead.  
     It means only that the doctrine of the faith we preach is close to you, on your mouth, and in your mind. You can 
find salvation, if you acknowledge with your mouth that Jesus is the Lord and if you believe in your mind that God 
 
 



 
 
 
 has raised him from the dead. For with our mind we believe in him, and so we are justified. With our mouth we 
acknowledge him, and so we are saved.  

До римлян 10:1-10 

Брати і сестри мої! Від усього серця бажаю спасіння ізраїльтянам і молю Бога про це.  Я свідчу про 
те, що мають вони палке прагнення наслідувати Бога, та не знають, як це робити. Бо не знали вони Божої 
праведності, та намагалися заснувати свою власну праведність, не підкоряючись волі Божій.  Христос — 
мета Закону, щоб кожний віруючий став праведним перед Богом.      
 Мойсей пише про праведність перед Богом, яка йде від Закону: «Людина, котра дотримується 
Закону, буде жити ним». Але про праведність, яку дає віра, у Святому Писанні сказано так: «Не питай себе: 
„Хто вознесеться на Небо?” (тобто щоб привести Христа на землю).  Або „Хто спуститься в безодню?” 
(тобто щоб повернути Христа з мертвих)».         
    Ні! Що сказано у Святому Писанні? «Слово Боже поруч з тобою, на устах твоїх і в 
твоєму серці».  Ось це слово: «Якщо ти визнаєш власними устами: „Ісус — Господь” — і повіриш серцем 
своїм, що Бог воскресив Його з мертвих, то будеш врятований».  Адже ми віримо всім серцем в Ісуса, й саме 
це робить нас праведними перед Богом. Ми вголос підтверджуємо віру, та через те отримуємо спасіння. 

 
Alleluia 

 
v. Go forth, prosper and reign, because of truth, meekness and righteousness.  

v. You love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

 

The Gospel According to Saint Matthew 
v. 28-34, c. 9, v. 1 ) 

 
     At that time, Jesus went to the region of the Gergesenes and was met by two demoniacs who came out from the 
tombs. They were so fierce that nobody could pass along that road. And behold, they shouted and asked: "What do 
you want from us, Jesus, Son of God ? Did you come here to torture us before the appointed time ?"  
     At some distance from them a great herd of swine was grazing. So the demons begged him: "If you .cast us out, 
allow us to go into the herd of swine." He answered them : "Away with you." Then they came out of the men and 
went into the swine. And behold, the whole herd of swine rushed down the cliff into the sea and perished in the waters.  
     The herdsmen fled, went to the city, and reported what happened to the herd and the demoniacs. And behold, the 
whole city came out to meet Jesus. When they found him, they asked him to leave their country. So he got into a ship 
and returned to his own city.  

Від Матвія 8:28-34 

Коли Ісус переплив на протилежний берег озера до землі Ґадаринської , двоє одержимих нечистими 
духами вийшли до Нього з-за гробниць. Вони були такі люті, що ніхто не наважувався ходити тією 
дорогою.  Вони кричали: «Що Тобі треба від нас, Сину Божий? Чи прийшов Ти сюди, щоб мучити нас іще 
до призначеного часу?»  Неподалік паслося велике стадо свиней.        

  І демони почали благати Його: «Якщо Ти маєш намір вигнати нас із цих людей, то пошли нас 
у свиней, аби ми могли вселитися в них».  Ісус їм відповів: «Ідіть!» Тож демони повиходили з людей і 
вселилися в свиней. Тоді все стадо кинулося з крутого берега в озеро й потонуло. Коли свинопаси, які 
доглядали за стадом, побачили, що сталося, то побігли геть і розповіли про все по місту й околицях, а 
особливо про те, що сталося з біснуватими. Тоді все місто, налякане, вийшло назустріч і, побачивши Ісуса, 
всі почали благати Його залишити їхню землю. 

 



Prayer List 
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal 
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick 
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants: 
 
Teresa Stacy  Maria Warholak  John L               Mary Sherba                                                                                                                              
Marian L.   Dan Rosga    Jocelyn Barner   Deborah Schricker 
James White               Jack Schricker   Jim G    Sue Leis                       
Gary Koss               Eric Barner   Michele Robert   Carol R.                                        
Michelle Mann               Brenda Kline                         Jillian R.                 Jeff Mills                                           
Parker Culp               Gerald    Melissa McArdle                   Sam Jarovich  
Jane Allred               Alla Dovbush   Lesya Fedorova   Emilia Ivanova  
Renee Althaus               Rick Althaus   Jane Hasson   Nicole Nauschwander                        
Jimmy R.              Betty Ann Burns   Barbara Sarris    George Sarris                       
Julia Skorija              Iryna Buchdyhan  Maryann Reck   Andrew Brennan 
Chris O.              David Gazella    Remington Churchill  Ryder Churchill 
Lisa Ryana 
                
.. by the power and grace of Your Christ.  Grant them the patience that comes from believing that You are always at work in our lives to 
bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of pain. Grant them full recovery. May 
they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman who touched your robe. For we, too, are 
touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same faith she did. Grant them the gift of health.  
For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years 
Name Days  
 
July 16 Martyr Hyacinth  
 Cynthia Haluszczak                                  
July 17 St. Andrew of Crete  
 Andrew Brennan, Andriy Holovatiuk 
 
Anniversaries 
  
July 18   Ruslan & Iryna Reiterovych 
 
 
Birthdays 
 
July 16   Timothy Hladon 
July18   Gary Koss 
 
 

Feast Days 
 

July 13 Synaxis of the 12 Apostles 
July 14 Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian 
July 17 St. Andrew of Crete 
 
Pray for our  
friends and relatives serving in the armed forces. 
Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw, 
Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko, Austin Crouch,  
Dakota Lavallee 
 

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the 
 Ukrainian armed forces. 
 

Stephen, Andrij, Yevhen, Olexander, Stepan, 
Volodymyr, Olexander, Yuri, Victor, Petro, Olexi, 
Victor, Ruslan, Roman, Olya, Miroslav, Evgen, 
Olexander, Taras, Roman, Vitaliy, Alexander, Serhiy, 
 Nikita, Volodymyr, Yuri, Oleksi, Vadim 
 

Pray for our Catechumens & Inquirers 
 

Michael, Camber, and Alec 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ADULT SCRIPTURE STUDY - The classes have gone to a once-a-month schedule for the summertime..  The next meeting 
of the Thursday morning in person sessions will be on July 17th.  Those discussions begin at 11:30 in the church hall.  That 
class will be discussing the book of Ezekiel. 
 
CEMETERY CHALLENGE UPDATE  :  Cemetery challenge update.  The challenge is well underway. So far we have 
raised over $7,000 of the of the possible $15,000 matching funds. We have a just a little over a month and a half left to raise 
the remaining funds. This will go a long way to completing the work needed at the cemetery.  With your help we can reach our 
goal of raising $15,000 and get the matching funds for the cemetery upgrades. This will go a long way to maintaining the 
structures and keeping the cemetery beautiful.  Can we count on you to help us out. Any amount you donate will help and go 
towards reaching the challange. Please see John stasko with any questions.  Thank you 
 
 
 

Stewardship 
THANK YOU FOR THESE RECENT DONATIONS:                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************************************************ 

 
The Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 
 
The divinely-blessed Peter was from Bethsaida of Galilee. He was the son of Jonas and the brother of Andrew the 
First-called. He was a fisherman by trade, unlearned and poor, and was called Simon; later he was renamed Peter by 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, Who looked at him and said, "Thou art Simon the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called 
Cephas (which is by interpretation, Peter)" (John 1:42). 
 
On being raised by the Lord to the dignity of an Apostle and becoming inseparable from Him as His zealous 
disciple, he followed Him from the beginning of His preaching of salvation up until the very Passion, when, in the 
court of Caiaphas the high priest, he denied Him thrice because of his fear of the Jews and of the danger at hand. 
But again, after many bitter tears, he received complete forgiveness of his transgression. 
 
After the Resurrection of Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit, he preached in Judea, Antioch, and certain parts 
of Asia, and finally came to Rome, where he was crucified upside down by Nero, and thus he ascended to the 
eternal habitations about the year 66 or 68, leaving two Catholic (General) Epistles to the Church of Christ. 
 
Paul, the chosen vessel of Christ, the glory of the Church, the Apostle of the Nations and teacher of the whole 
world, was a Jew by race, of the tribe of Benjamin, having Tarsus as his homeland. He was a Roman citizen, fluent 
in the Greek language, an expert in knowledge of the Law, a Pharisee, born of a Pharisee, and a disciple of 
Gamaliel, a Pharisee and notable teacher of the Law in Jerusalem. For this cause, from the beginning, Paul was a 
most fervent zealot for the traditions of the Jews and a great persecutor of the Church of Christ; at that time, his 
name was Saul (Acts 22:3-4). 
 
 



 
In his great passion of rage and fury against the disciples of the Lord, he went to Damascus bearing letters of 
introduction from the high priest. His intention was to bring the disciples of Christ back to Jerusalem in bonds. As  
he was approaching Damascus, about midday there 
suddenly shone upon him a light from Heaven. Falling on 
the earth,  he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?" And he asked, "Who art Thou, 
Lord?" And the Lord said, "I am Jesus Whom thou 
persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks." 
And that heavenly voice and brilliance made him tremble, 
and he was blinded for a time. He was led by the hand into 
the city, and on account of a divine revelation to the Apostle 
Ananias (see Oct. 1), he was baptized by him, and both his 
bodily and spiritual eyes were opened to the knowledge of 
the Sun of Righteousness. 
 
And straightway- O wondrous transformation! - beyond all 
expectation, he spoke with boldness in the synagogues, 
proclaiming that "Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 9:1-21). 
As for his zeal in preaching the Gospel after these things 
had come to pass, as for his unabating labors and afflictions 
of diverse kinds, the wounds, the prisons, the bonds, the 
beatings, the stonings, the shipwrecks, the journeys, the 
perils on land, on sea, in cities, in wildernesses, the 
continual vigils, the daily fasting, the hunger, the thirst, the 
nakedness, and all those other things that he endured for the 
Name of Christ, and which he underwent before nations and 
kings and the Israelites, and above all, his care for all the 
churches, his fiery longing for the salvation of all, whereby 
he became all things to all men, that he might save them all if possible, and because of which, with his heart aflame, 
he continuously traveled throughout all parts, visiting them all, and like a bird of heaven flying from Asia and 
Europe, the West and East, neither staying nor abiding in any one place - all these things are related incident by 
incident in the Book of the Acts, and as he himself tells them in his Epistles. 
 
His Epistles, being fourteen in number, are explained in 250 homilies by Saint John Chrysostom and make manifest 
the loftiness of his thoughts, the abundance of the revelations made to him, the wisdom given to him from God, 
wherewith he brings together in a wondrous manner the Old with the New Testaments, and expounds the mysteries 
thereof which had been concealed under types; he confirms the doctrines of the Faith, expounds the ethical teaching 
of the Gospel, and demonstrates with exactness the duties incumbent upon every rank, age, and order of man. In all 
these things his teaching proved to be a spiritual trumpet, and his speech was seen to be more radiant than the sun, 
and by these means he clearly sounded forth the word of truth and illumined the ends of the world. Having 
completed the work of his ministry, he likewise ended his life in martyrdom when he was beheaded in Rome during 
the reign of Nero, at the same time, some say, when Peter was crucified.  
 
The Icon of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 
The Orthodox Church has a beautiful presentation of the importance and prominence of the Apostles Peter and Paul 
with the icon that shows both Apostles standing together holding an image of the Church. Both Apostles, being 
chosen by our Lord, were instrumental in the establishment and growth of the early Church through their boldness, 
spiritual strength, and wisdom. Thus they are recognized as "pillars" of the Church, having offered all even unto 
death for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. 
 
In the icon, the Apostle Paul, the great missionary of the early Church, is holding a Gospel book, while the Apostle 
Peter offers a blessing with his right hand. At the top of the icon is the is a semicircle, representing the divine realm. 
Rays extend in the semicircle representing the blessings and presence of God upon His two chosen heralds of the 
True Faith. https://www.goarch.org/-/feast-of-the-holy-glorious-and-all-praiseworthy-chiefs-of-the-apostles-peter-
and-paul  



 
Synaxis of the Holy Apostles* Imitation of the Holy Apostles in Following Christ  
By Archpriest Grigory Dyachenko 
 

 
On the day of the Synaxis of the Holy, Glorious and All-Praised Apostles, let us talk about the Holy Apostles. Since not 
everyone knows well enough in whose honor we celebrate, we think we will now offer you a short conversation about the 
Holy Apostles in general, and we will say: 1) who the Holy Apostles were, 2) how many of them there were, 3) what they did 
for our holy faith and for believers, 4) how they ended their holy life, and 5) in what we should imitate them.  
 
Who were the Holy Apostles? The name apostle means "messenger," "servant," and the Holy Apostles were messengers of 
Jesus Christ, His servants. They were also called Disciples of Christ, because they were closest to Jesus Christ and listened to 
His holy teaching more than anyone else. Our Savior chose them to serve people when He Himself came out to serve the 
human race publicly, three years before His death on the cross. In order to reveal His omnipotence to the world, the Savior 
chose them almost all from poor and humble families; by origin, they were mostly simple fishermen, or publicans (tax 
collectors) - and some, although they were of more noble birth, later preferred poverty and dishonor to worldly wealth and vain 
glory. Having been called to the apostleship, they left their relatives, their homes and all their property and followed Jesus 
Christ inseparably. By order of their Divine Teacher, they preached throughout the cities and villages, willingly sharing with 
Him all the hardships and sufferings. For being the closest disciples of the Savior, they were repeatedly honored with special 
conversations with Him about the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, hidden from the people for a time; for being zealous 
servants of Christ, they were honored by Him with a special grace-filled power, which rested upon them in abundance - they 
were honored with miracles. And after the ascension of the Lord to heaven, on Pentecost, they received the Holy Spirit 
Himself in the form of fiery tongues, by the power of which they then performed the work of their service until death. Now 
they are honored with high honor in heaven, surrounding the throne of God. And at the Dread Judgment of Christ, sitting on 
twelve thrones, they will judge us and all people together with the saints. These are who the holy apostles were!  
 
How many were there? From the Holy Gospel it is evident that our Savior first chose 12 Disciples, according to the number of 
the tribes of Israel, whom He sent out two by two to preach; then, seeing that the harvest was plentiful and the laborers few, He 
chose another 70 Apostles and also sent them out to preach (Luke 10:1, 2). The Holy Gospel does not convey to us the names 
of all these 70 Apostles, but conveys the names of the most chosen 12 Apostles. “Jesus went up the mountain,” notes the Holy 
Evangelist Mark, “and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him. Then He appointed twelve, that they 
might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: 
Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter; James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name  
Boanerges, that is, 'Sons of Thunder;' Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him" (Mark 3:13, 20). In place of Judas the traitor, 
after the ascension of the Lord into heaven, the Apostles, after prayer, chose Matthias, "by casting lots." Some time later, after  



 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, the great apostle, Saint Paul, was miraculously called to the ranks of the 
Apostles by the Lord. 
 
There were not many disciples of Christ, but, with the help of God, they conquered the whole world with their teaching and 
established the Church founded by Christ, serving for it as if the foundation stones, "Jesus Christ being Himself the chief 
cornerstone." "Their sound has gone out through all the earth," according to the words of the Church, "and their words to the 
end of the world." There was not a single nation then to which one of the Apostles did not preach the gospel of the Kingdom. 
The countries of Palestine, Syria, Mesopotamia, Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Pergamum, Bithynia, Illyria, Italy, Scythia, 
Thrace, Greece, Armenia, India, Media, Persia, Parthia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Britain, and others were proclaimed by their teaching, 
supported by miracles.  
 
Like their Divine Teacher, they experienced many needs and hardships during their preaching to the pagan nations. According 
to the words of the Holy Apostle Paul, some “were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. Others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented - of whom the world was not worthy” (Heb. 11:36, 37). Having suffered so much to spread the teaching of 
Christ orally and in writing during their lifetime, they still teach the world with their writings, which they have left to us as a 
precious heritage. These Scriptures are contained in books called the books of the New Testament, or the Holy Gospel and the 
Apostle, readings from which you hear almost every time during divine services.  
 
The holy, God-inspired teaching of the Apostles was sealed with their holy blood. Almost all of Christ's Apostles ended their 
suffering lives as martyrs. The Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called, who preached the holy gospel to our ancestors, was 
crucified on the cross; James the son of Zebedee was beheaded; Bartholomew, after the most severe tortures, died by the 
sword; Thomas was pierced with a spear; Matthew also died a martyr; James the son of Alphaeus died on the cross; Judas 
Thaddaeus the son of James was hanged on the tree of the cross and shot; Simon the Canaanite was also hanged on the cross. 
Only one holy evangelist, John the Theologian, died peacefully, although during his life he also experienced severe suffering 
for Christ, for example, he was tortured in boiling oil, and in addition, he languished in confinement for some time. The Holy 
Foremost Apostles, Peter and Paul, also, as we already know, ended their lives as martyrs: the Apostle Peter was hanged 
headlong on a cross, and the Apostle Paul was beheaded, being a Roman citizen. 
 
We have now offered you, my brethren, the story of the Holy Apostles of Christ so that you, recalling their special closeness to 
the Lord, their great sufferings and labors for the benefit of our holy faith and their martyric end, always remember them with 
ardent love and holy reverence, and try to the best of your ability to imitate them, if not in apostolic activity, which is not 
intended for everyone, then in any case “in following Christ” following the example of the Holy Apostles.  
 
The Apostles, as we know, having left their occupation for Christ, also left those subjects that were inseparably connected with 
these occupations. This is where we need to imitate the Apostles. There are many things in your life that cannot be combined 
with free service to Christ, that suppress, constrain our spirit and do not allow it to rise to the spiritual and heavenly. What is 
it?  
 
This is, firstly, “excessive worldly care,” when people are immersed in worldly concerns with their whole being – to the point 
of forgetting the higher needs of the soul, to the point that they are occupied with them day and night, and cannot free 
themselves from them either in church or during prayer.  
 
This, further, is the “passion for acquisitions,” when acquisitions are made the goal of one’s life, earthly gains are placed above 
all else, Christian duties are forgotten for the sake of self-interest, the violation of feast days, the omission of church services, 
and disregard for prayer at home are considered of no importance.  
 
This is also a "thirst for pleasures," when they know neither the measure nor the time for them, do not analyze their properties, 
when they think and talk only about pleasures, when they want to live only for them, when they spend the greater part of their 
wealth on them. This is what is especially dangerous in the present time. This is what is more dangerous than anything else and 
we must leave it, imitating the Apostles.  
 
They, having left the nets and the ship, began to follow Christ freely. And we will follow Him freely, if we leave behind all 
earthly passions. A ship, freed from a heavy load, easily rushes along the sea waves. A bird, freed from the fowler’s nets, 
easily flies up. Our spirit, freed from earthly cares and from passion for sinful pleasures, will also easily fly up to the very 
throne of the Almighty.  https://www.mystagogyresourcecenter.com/2025/06/june-day-30-synaxis-of-holy-apostles.html  
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