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c. 1, v. 1-12 
 

God spoke to our forefathers in old times through the prophets in many places and in various ways. In 
these latter days he has spoken to us through his Son, whom he appointed heir of the universe, and through 
whom he had created the worlds. He is the reflection of the divine glory and substance. He upholds all creation 
through the powerful mandate of God.  

He has cleansed man from sin. He sits at the right hand of God in heaven. He is superior to the Angels, and 
his name is more distinguished than theirs. 

God never said to any of his Angels what he said to him: "You are my Son. I have begotten you today." 
Again: "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son." Again, when he introduces this first-born Son into the 
universe, he says: "All the Angels of God will bow before him." 

Speaking of the Angels, he says: “The winds are his angels, and the lightnings are his servants.” Speaking 
of his Son, he says: "Your throne, 0 Lord, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of 
righteousness. You have loved righteousness and you have hated iniquity. Therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the sacred oil above your companions."  

Again: “In the beginning, 0 Lord, you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
your hands. They will perish, but you will always remain. They will all grow old, as garments. You will roll 
them up as a mantle, and you will change them. But you are always the same, and your years will have no end." 

 

���
�������������
���
��������
c. 2, v. 1-20 

 

In those days, a decree was issued by the Emperor Augustus that a census of the whole empire should be 
taken. It was the first census taken when Quirinus was governor of Syria. So everyone went to register in his 
own city. 

Joseph also went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to the city of David called Bethlehem in Judea, 
because he belonged to the house and lineage of David, to register with Mary, who was betrothed to him and 
was pregnant While they were there, the time for her delivery arrived. So she gave birth to her first-born Son, 
wrapped him up in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them at the inn. 

Now in that region there were shepherds living in the open fields and keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them. The 
shepherds were terribly frightened. 

But the angel said to them: “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy for all the 
people, because today your Savior, Christ the Lord, has been born in the city of David. This is the sign by which 
you will know him: You will find a baby wrapped up in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a 
multitude of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will among men.” 

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another: “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this event which has occurred and which the Lord has announced to us.” So they hurried 
there, and found Mary and Joseph with the baby lying in the manger. 

Having seen him, the shepherds reported the message of the angel concerning this child. They were all 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these sayings and pondered over them in her 
heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
announced to them. 
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Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to 
the world the light of wisdom!  For by it, 

those who worshipped the stars, were taught 
by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of 

Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient 
from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee! 
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Today the Virgin gives birth to the 
Transcendent One and the earth offers a cave 

to the Unapproachable One! Angels, with 
shepherds glorify Him!  The wise men 

journey with the star!  Since for our sake the 
eternal God was born as a little child. 
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The heavens declare the glory of God: And 
the firmament shows His handiwork. 

 
Day speaks to the day and night shows 

knowledge to the night.  
�
�
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Let all the earth worship Thee and sing unto Thee.  Let it praise Thy name, O Most High! 
 

Verse: Make a joyful noise to God all the earth! Sing of His name!  Give glory to His praise 
�
�
�
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c.4, v. 4-7 

Brethren, when the appointed time had arrived, then God sent his Son, born of a woman under the Law, 
to redeem those, who lived under the Law, and enable us to become his sons by adoption. To prove that you are 
his sons, God has sent into your hearts the Spirit of his Son to cry: "Abba, namely Father !" Therefore, you are 
no longer servants, but sons. Now, if you are sons, you are certainly heirs of God through Jesus Christ. 
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Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the 
light of wisdom!  For by it, those who worshipped the 
stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of 

Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. 
O Lord, glory to Thee! 
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He who was begotten before the morning star of the Father 
without a mother, today is made flesh from you without a 

father. A star announces the glad tidings of the Magi. 
Angels and shepherds chant the praises of your most pure 

childbearing, Lady full of grace. 
�
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Arise lord, into Your rest; You and the Ark of Your holiness. 
 

                                                                                          The Lord has sworn in truth to David and He will not turn from it. 
�
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My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
Verse: For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden. For Behold, henceforth all generations will call 

me blessed. 
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c. 2, v. 11-18 
 

Brethren, Christ, who sanctifies men, and the men, who are sanctified by him, share a common humanity. 
For this reason he proudly calls them his brethren, saying: "I will proclaim your name to my brethren, and I will 
praise you in the midst of the congregation." Again, he says: "I will put my trust in God." And again, he says: 
"Here I am with the children that God has given me." 

Therefore, since the children have the same mortal nature of flesh and blood, Christ himself shared it 
likewise. For he wanted through his own death to overthrow the devil, who has the power of death, and deliver 
all those, who through fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage. 

Surely he was not concerned with the angels, but with the descendants of Abraham. Therefore, he had to 
become similar to his brethren in every respect. For he wanted to assume the office of a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, and to offer expiation for the sins of the people.  Because, as he could help 
those, who are tempted. 
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c. 2, v. 13-23 
 

When the wise men had departed, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said: “Arise, take the 
child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you. For Herod is 
going to look for the child in order to put 
him to death.” 

So Joseph rose, took the child and his 
mother by night, departed to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was in fulfillment of what the Lord 
said through the Prophet: “I have called my 
Son out of Egypt.” 

When Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, he was very angry. 
So he sent and killed all the boys in 
Bethlehem and all that neighborhood who 
were two years old or under, according to 
the time which he had found out from the 
wise men. 

Thus Jeremiah's prophecy was fulfilled: 
“A cry was heard in Rama, wailing and 
loudly lamenting. It was Rachel, weeping 
for her children. She refused to be consoled, 
because they were all gone.” 

But when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream again and said: “Arise, take 
the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the life of the child are dead." 

So Joseph rose, took the child and his mother, and returned to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning in the place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and as he was warned in a 
dream, he retired to the region of Galilee. 

Later on, he went and settled in a city called Nazareth. Thus the prophecy was fulfilled: "He shall be called 
a  Nazarene." 
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Beloved brother concelebrants and blessed children in the Lord, 
 
Within the somber atmosphere that recently prevails throughout the world with the diverse 
affliction of the financial, social, moral and especially spiritual crisis, which has created 
increasing frustration, bitterness, confusion, anxiety, disappointment and fear among many people with regard to the 
future, the voice of the Church sounds sweet: 
 
Come, O faithful, let us raise our minds to things divine and behold the heavenly condescension that has appeared to us 
from above in Bethlehem … (Hymn from the 6th Hour, Christmas) 
 
The unshakeable belief of Christians is that God does not simply or indifferently observe from above the journey of 
humanity, which He has personally created according to His image and likeness. This is why the incarnation of His only-
begotten Son and Word was from the very beginning His “good will,” His original intention. His “pre-eternal will” was 
precisely to assume in His person, in an act of extreme love, the human nature that He created in order to render it “a 
participant of divine nature.” (2 Peter 1.4) Indeed, God willed this prior to the “fall” of Adam and Eve, even before their 
very creation! Following the “fall” of Adam and Eve, the “pre-eternal will” of the Incarnation embraced the Cross, the 
Sacred Passion, the Life-giving Death, the Descent into Hades, and the Resurrection after three days. In this way, the sin 
that infiltrated human nature thereby infecting everything and the death that surreptitiously penetrated life were 
completely and definitively dispelled, while humanity was able to enjoy the fullness of the Paternal and eternal heritage. 
 
However, the divine condescension of Christmas is not restricted to things related to eternity. It also includes things 
related to our earthly journey. Christ came into the world in order to spread the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
to initiate us into this Kingdom. Yet, He also came in order to help and heal human weakness. He miraculously and 
repeatedly fed the multitudes who listened to His word; He cleansed lepers; He supported paralytics; He granted light to 
the blind, hearing to the deaf and speech to the dumb; He delivered the demonized of impure spirits, resurrected the dead, 
supported the rights of the oppressed and abandoned; He condemned illegal wealth, heartlessness to the poor, hypocrisy 
and “hubris” in human relations; He offered Himself as an example of voluntary self-emptying sacrifice for the sake of 
others! 
 
Perhaps this dimension of the message of divine incarnation should be particularly emphasized this year. Many of our 
friends and colleagues are experiencing terrible trials from the current crisis. There are countless numbers of unemployed, 
nouveau poor, homeless, young people with “cropped” dreams. Nevertheless, Bethlehem is translated as a “House of 
Bread!” Therefore, as faithful Christians, we owe all of our troubled brothers and sisters not only the “essential bread” – 
that is to say, Christ, who lies in swaddling clothes in the simple manger of Bethlehem – but also the daily tangible bread 
of survival and all that “pertains to the bodily needs.” (James 2.16) Now is the time for a practical application of the 
Gospel message with a dignified sense of responsibility! Now is the time for a clear and exact implementation of the 
words of the Apostle: “Show me your faith with works!” (James 2.18) Now is the time and the opportunity for us “to raise 
our minds to things divine” to the height of the royal virtue of Love, which brings us closer to God. 
 
This is what we proclaim to all the children of the Ecumenical Patriarchate from this sacred and martyric See, the Church 
of the Poor of Christ, and we invoke upon all of you the divine condescension and the boundless mercy, as well as the 
peace and grace of the Only-Begotten Son and Word of God, who for our sake was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary. To Him belong the glory, power, honor and worship, with the Father and the Spirit, to the ages of ages. 
Amen. 
 
At the Phanar, Holy Christmas 2010 
 
+ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople 
Your fervent intercessor before God 
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�  ALL SAINTS CAMP CALENDARS:  Calendars are now available. These make perfect gifts for birthdays, 

anniversaries and Christmas. Contact one of our sellers today to make a purchase: Cynthia Haluszczak, 
Bohdan Hryshchyshyn, David Markiw or Bonnie Reinhart. 

 
 
�  CHURCH ENVELOPES:  The 2011 church envelopes and calendars will be 

available starting Sunday, December 19, 2010. They will be in the church hall until 
the end of January. Please take a moment to stop by and pick up your box of 
envelopes. Please remember to discard your  unused envelopes from 2010 and 
immediately begin using the new ones for 2011. Also, please use the Initial Offering 
Envelope with a requested donation of $5.00 to help cover the cost of printing our weekly envelopes.  Last 
year, because of your cooperation, the bill was completely covered and we did not have to deduct this amount 
from our income.  

 
�  ANNUAL MINUTES:   The minutes for the Annual Meeting will be available for the 

next week in the vestibule for your perusal.  If you have any corrections or additions to 
these minutes please see Marlane Pawlosky during this period.   

 
�  ST MATRONA MEETING:  Please mark your calendars for January 23 for our next St. 

Matrona’s meeting. This may be a long one, as we do need to do our annual planning. We will also have a 
report from the cookie walk to share with all members. Please join us after divine liturgy on January 23 for 
this meeting. 
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Once again the St. Matrona Ladies Society will be 
sponsoring the Theophany (Epiphany) Eve Dinner.  
 
The dinner will be held on Tuesday, January 18, 2010 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. followed by services at 
8:00 p.m. 
Cynthia Haluszczak has generously offered to chair the 
event for us. 
Please let Cindy know if you are planning to attend and 
if you are able to bring a dish, help set up, etc.  Contact 
Cindy in person, by phone (412-279-0981), or via e-
mail (tetaksenia@aol.com). 
 

********************************************* 

��������
 
Our community's 22nd annual Malanka will foe held on Saturday, 
January .15, 2O11 from 7:3O PM to 1:00 AM at the Ukrainian-
American Citizens’ Club, on the corner of Mansfield Boulevard and Walnut 
Street in Carnegie,  The best in American Top 40s and Ukrainian dance 
music will be provided by Fred Yasnowsky and his 'Musical Collection 
Band* from Youngstown Ohio from 9 PM through 1 AM. 

Pre-paid tickets will be available through Monday, January  
13th,  Tickets are just $15 pre-paid or $2O at the door. Children and 
young people through college: just $1 AT THE DOOR.  (PLEASE 
NOTE: Tickets purchased or called in after Monday, January 13th will 
be at the $20 price), HOWEVER, ONCE WE MEET THE FIRE CODE 
CAPACITY, TICKET SALES WILL END, SO PLEASE BUY YOUR TICKETS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

An "a la carte kitchen serving Ukrainian foods will be open beginning at 7:30 PM. 

Noisemakers and New Years Eve favors will be provided-Ticket 
sellers: Halyna Lutsiv at Kolas Foods in Carnegie, Ukrainian 
Federal Credit Union at 412-481-1865, "Yurko" Honchar at 412-
429-1536. 

Table reservations are being handled by   
 Debra Walenchok (ONLY) at 412-276-4007. 
TABLE RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED ONLY 
FOR PAID TICKETS HOLDERS, on a first- called, first 
reserved basis. 

As an added treat, the children of the "Fourth Wave" 
entertain will us with a traditional Ukrainian Vertep, under 
the direction of Maria Zayats and Lesia Korenowsky. 
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�  General Collection 1/02/2011 
o Envelopes  and basket     $2,466. 
o Candles     $   118. 
o Feast Days (St. Nicholas / Christmas)     $   145.    
o Talents     $       5. 

�  In memory of John Hurey 
o Steve & Alice Sivulich     $     25. 
o Jr, UOL Chapter for Church School     $   100. 

�  In memory of Mary Adzima 
o Steve & Alice Sivulich     $     25. 

�  In memory members of the Demetrius Zbalishen Family 
o Mr. / Mrs. Vincent Maola     $    200. 
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Financial Obligations: 
 

�  Minimum financial obligations are $520.00 per member 
�  When making donations for multiple weeks, please use only ONE envelope.  Your donation is recorded on the 

week it is received, so only one envelope is necessary. 
�  Please mark your envelope with your name clearly. 
�  Remember, each member is encouraged to maintain their spiritual obligations by partaking of the sacraments 

of confession and communion.  We encourage you to maintain your fellowship in the Body of Christ by 
attending church services and participating in the life of the parish whenever you can. 

�  According to the Federal Tax codes which regulate 501c charitable organizations, any monies received by said 
organization in which goods and services have been exchanged, these monies cannot be considered as 
charitable donations and as such cannot be used as a deduction.  In our parish some of these non-deductible 
items can include but are not excluded to: banquet/dinner tickets, raffle tickets, candles(including your pink 
envelopes), cemetery lots etc…   These items also do not count towards your annual parish obligations.  
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Thank you for allowing us to do our production with your stage. We have enjoyed 
our year and look forward to many more. 
      Micheal Kiser 
 
Thank you for giving us  a home our first year. We crawled onto your stage but 
left it walking. May 2011 bring us all many happy returns. 
                                                                       Ruth Comly 
 
Thank you for letting us perform in our home town. 
               Sam 
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St. Nicholas Velimirovich 

�
Homily One: The Handmaid of the Lord 
 
"And Mary said: 'Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord'" (Luke 1:38). 
 
Here indeed, brethren, is a true handmaid of the 
Lord! If a handmaid is she who exchanges her will 
completely for the will of her Lord, then the Most-
holy Virgin is the first among all of the Lord's 
handmaids. If a handmaid is she who, with intent 
and with complete attention, beholds her Lord, 
then again the Most-holy Virgin is the first among 
the handmaids of the Lord. If a handmaid is one 
who meekly and quietly endures all insults and 
trials, awaiting only the reward of her Lord, then 
again and again the Most-holy Virgin is the first 
and most excellent of all the handmaids of the 
Lord. She did not care to please the world, but 
only God; nor did she care to justify herself before 
the world, but only before God. She herself is 

obedience; she herself is service; she herself is meekness. The Most-holy Virgin could in truth say to the angel of 
God: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord." The greatest perfection, and the greatest honor that a woman can attain 
on earth, is to be a handmaid of the Lord. Eve lost this perfection and honor in Paradise without effort, and the 
Virgin Mary achieved this perfection and this honor outside Paradise with her efforts. 
 
Through the prayers of the Most-holy Virgin Theotokos, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. To Thee be 
glory and praise forever. Amen. 
 
Homily Two: A Canticle From the Soul of the Theotokos 
 
"My soul doth magnify the Lord" (Luke 1:46). 
 
Brethren, we have in total only a few words spoken by the Most-holy Theotokos recorded in the Gospels. All of 
her words pertain to the magnification of God. She was silent before men but her soul conversed unceasingly with 
God. Every day and every hour, she found a new reason and incentive to magnify God. If only we were able to 
know and to record all her magnifications of God throughout her whole life, oh, how many books would it take! 
But, even by this one magnification, which she spoke before her kinswoman Elizabeth, the mother of the great 
Prophet and Forerunner John, every Christian can evaluate what a fragrant and God-pleasing flower was her most 
holy soul. This is but one wonderful canticle of the soul of the Theotokos, which has come down to us through the 
Gospel. However, such canticles were without number in the course of the life of the Most-blessed One. Even 
before she heard the Gospel from the lips of her Son, she knew how to speak with God and to glorify Him in 
accordance with the teaching of the Gospel. This knowledge came to her from the Holy Spirit of God, whose 
grace constantly poured into her like clear water into a pure vessel. Her soul magnified God with canticles 
throughout her whole life, and therefore God magnified her above the Cherubim and the Seraphim. Likewise, 
small and sinful as we are, the same Lord will magnify in His Kingdom us who magnify her, if we exert ourselves 
to fill this brief life with the magnification of God in our deeds, words, thoughts and prayers. 
 
O Most-holy, Most-pure and Most-blessed Theotokos, cover us with the wings of thy prayers. To thee and thy 
Son and our Lord be glory and praise forever. Amen. 
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By Fr. Alexander Schmemann, The Services of 
Christmas 
 
The Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos: On the 
second day of the feast, the Synaxis of the Most 
Holy Theotokos is celebrated. Combining the 
hymns of the Nativity with those celebrating the 
Mother of God, the Church points to Mary as the 
one through whom the Incarnation was made 
possible. His humanity - concretely and historically 
- is the humanity He received from Mary. His body is, first of all, her body. His life is her life. This feast, the 
assembly in honor of the Theotokos, is probably the most ancient feast of Mary in the Christian tradition, the very 
beginning of her veneration by the Church. 
 
Six days of post-feast bring the Christmas season to a close on December 31. At the services of all these days, the 
Church repeats the hymns and songs glorifying Christ's Incarnation, reminding us that the source and foundation 
of our salvation is only to be found in the One who, as God before the ages, came into this world and for our sake 
was "born as a little Child." 
. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: The Synaxis of the Most-holy Theotokos 
 
At the border between night and sunny day, 
The dawn is rosy, pink and dewy. 
The crimson dawn thou art, O Virgin given by God, 
Precursor of the day, rosy and glorious. 
Thou didst correct Eve and restore her to Paradise. 
Do not withhold thy help from us sinners. 
Israel crossed dry-shod over the Red Sea; 
A cool spring flowed from the rock in the wilderness; 
The bush burned but was not consumed- 
As the dawn resembles the crimson eve, 
So thou, O Virgin, dost resemble those foreshadowings. 
O thou whom the Church calls the Mother of God, 
Unknown to sin, not given to sin, 
O Most-pure Mother of our Savior, 
Because of thy purity thou wast chosen by God, 
To bring down the Eternal Creator to earth. 
That is why thou hast authority to pray for us, 
And we have the joy of hymning and glorifying thee! 

�
�
                                                                                                           Mystagogy – www.johnsanidopoulos.com 
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by St. Nikolai Velimirovich  
 

The wise men (astrologers) from the East, having 
worshiped the Lord in Bethlehem, were directed 
to return to their home another way by command 
of an angel. Herod, that wicked king, planned to 
slaughter all the children in Bethlehem, but God 
saw Herod's intention and sent His angel to 
Joseph. The angel of God appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and commanded him to take the young 
Child and His Mother and flee to Egypt. Joseph 
did this. Taking the Divine Child and His Most-
holy Mother, he traveled first to Nazareth (Luke 
2:39), where he arranged his household matters, 
and then, taking his son James with them, went 
off to Egypt (Matthew 2:14). Thus the words of 
the prophet were fulfilled: "Behold, the Lord 
rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into 
Egypt" (Isaiah 19:1). 

In old Cairo today, the cave where the holy family lived can be seen. Likewise, in the village of Matarea near 
Cairo, the tree under which the Most-holy Theotokos rested with the Lord Jesus, as well as a miraculous spring of 
water under this tree, are visible. 
 
After having lived for several years in Egypt, the holy family returned to Palestine, again in response to a 
command of an angel of God. Thus another prophecy was fulfilled: "Out of Egypt have I called my Son: (Hosea 
11:1). Herod was dead and his wicked son Archelaus - a worthy successor of him in evil - sat on his bloodstained 
throne. Hearing that Archelaus was reigning in Jerusalem, Joseph returned to Galilee, to his town of Nazareth, 
where he settled in his own home. Herod's second son, Herod the Younger, who was somewhat less evil than his 
brother Archelaus, then reigned in Galilee. 
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When the holy family fled before Herod's sword to Egypt, robbers leapt out on the road with the intention of 
stealing something. The righteous Joseph was leading the donkey, on which were some belongings and on which 
the Most-holy Theotokos was riding with her Son at her breast. The robbers seized the donkey to lead it away. At 
that moment, one of the robbers approached the Mother of God to see what she was holding next to her breast. 
The robber, seeing the Christ-child, was astonished at His unusual beauty and said in his astonishment: `"If God 
were to take upon Himself the flesh of man, He would not be more beautiful than this Child!" This robber then 
ordered his companions to take nothing from these travelers. Filled with gratitude toward this generous robber, 
the Most-holy Virgin said to him: "Know that this Child will repay you with a good reward because you protected 
Him today."�
 
Thirty-three years later, this same thief hung on the Cross for his crimes, crucified on the right side of Christ's 
Cross. His name was Dismas, and the name of the thief on the left side was Gestas. Beholding Christ the Lord 
innocently crucified, Dismas repented for all the evil of his life. While Gestas reviled the Lord, Dismas defended 
Him, saying: "This man hath done nothing amiss" (Luke 23:41). Dismas, therefore, was the wise thief to whom 
our Lord said: "Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). Thus the Lord 
granted Paradise to him who spared Him in childhood. 
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Both great prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophesied that the Lord would come to Egypt and that His presence 
would shake the pagan temples and destroy the idols. Isaiah wrote: "Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud 
and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence" (Isaiah 19:1, cf. Jeremiah 
43:12-13). 
 
When the divine refugees came to the city of Hermopolis (Cairo), they approached a pagan temple, and all the 
idols in that temple suddenly fell down and were shattered. St. Palladius writes of this in his Lausiac History: 
"We saw the pagan temple there, in which all the carved idols fell to the ground at the coming of the Savior." 
 
In a certain place called Sirin there were 365 idols. When the Most-holy Virgin entered that temple with the 
Divine Child in her arms, all these idols fell down and were shattered. All the idols throughout Egypt fell in the 
same manner.The Holy Prophet Jeremiah, living in Egypt in old age, had prophesied to the pagan priests of Egypt 
that all the idols would fall and all the graven images would be destroyed at the time when a Virgin Mother with a 
Child, born in a manger, would come to Egypt. The pagan priests remembered well this prophecy. In accordance 
with it, they carved out a representation of a Virgin as she lay on a bed and, next to her in a manger, her young 
Child wrapped in swaddling clothes; and they venerated this representation. King Ptolemy asked the pagan priests 
what this representation meant, and they replied that it was a mystery, foretold by a prophet to their fathers, and 
that they were awaiting the fulfillment of this mystery. And, indeed, this mystery was fulfilled, and revealed not 
only in Egypt but also in the entire world. 
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By St. Nikolai Velimirovich  
"Then Joseph her husband, being a just man … did as the angel of 
the Lord had bidden him" (Matthew 1:19, 24).  
One must fear God more than men, and one must obey God more 
than men. This is the lesson from the life of the Righteous Joseph, 
the kinsman and guardian of the Holy Virgin Mary. He lived at the 
time of the juncture between the Law and grace, and was faithful 
to the Law until grace appeared; then, when the new grace of God 
appeared, he became faithful to grace.  
Obedient to the letter of the Law, he wanted to put the Holy Virgin 
away when she conceived the Savior of the world in her most pure 
body. But when an angel of God announced to him that Mary had 
conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), he abandoned his 
intention and did not put her away, but did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him. He did not reason for himself, but obeyed the will 
of God. 
 
Therefore, God made him worthy of great glory, both on earth and in heaven. Quietly and secretly he served God, 
and God glorified him openly. Not only was he made worthy of the Kingdom of God but also his sons and 
daughters were. What father would want anything more than that his son would be an apostle of Christ? And 
Joseph had two sons who were apostles. Thus, God glorifies those who fear Him and obey Him. 
 
O great Lord, God of the righteous Joseph, help us sinners also to love Thy righteousness and to fear only Thee. 
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 
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Among the various treasures and very precious relics 
which are preserved with much piety in the Holy 
Monastery of St. Paul on the Holy Mountain, without a 
doubt among the foremost are the Precious Gifts which 
the Three Magi from the East offered to the incarnate 
Lord as an infant. These gifts, as is known, were gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. The gold is in the form of 28 
pieces of carefully engraved coins, with various shapes 
(rectangular, trapezoidal, polygonal, etc.) and measuring 
about 5 X 7 centimeters. Each coin has a different design 
of different and complex artistry. The frankincense and 
myrrh take the form of mixtures in the form of 62 
roughly spherical beads the size of a small olive. 
 
Because the spiritual (foremost) and physical, historical 
and archaeological worth of the Precious Gifts is incalculable, they are preserved with extreme care in the 
treasury of the Holy Monastery of St. Paul. For security reasons they are distributed in various reliquaries; only a 
part of them are presented for veneration in the Holy Monastery and are brought outside of the Holy Mountain as 
a blessing to various Metropolises. 
 
The Evangelist Like writes of the Panagia that she “kept all these words in her heart” (Luke 2:19, 51). It is 
believed from theological studies that a large part of these “words”, the words and happenings in other words of 
the life of the Lord, the Theotokos revealed to the Holy Apostle Luke, who included them in his Gospel. It’s 
without any doubt that among the holy “words” of the Lord, the Most-Holy Theotokos “kept” everything dealing 
with the earthly life of the Lord, but also naturally the Precious Gifts. 
 
Along with our historical-religious tradition, before the Dormition of the All-Holy Mother of the Lord, she 
delivered them together with the Holy Swaddling Clothes of Christ and her Precious Robe and Holy Belt to the 
Church of Jerusalem, where they remained until 400 AD. In that year the emperor Arkadios brought them to 
Constantinople for sanctification of the faithful and protection and promotion of the Queen City. There they 
remained until the sack of the city by the Latins in 1204 AD. Then they were brought because of safety along 
with the other holy relics to Nicaea in Bithynias, the temporary capital of Byzantium, where they remained for 

about 60 years. With the departure of the Crusaders under 
Emperor Michael Paleologos they were returned to 
Constantinople until the enslavement by the Turks in 1453 
AD. 
 
After the Sack of Constantinople the most-pious Empress 
Maro [Kyra-Maro or Mara], the Christian wife of Sultan 
Murat II (1421-1451) and stepmother of Muhammad II of 
Porthetou, brought them in person to the Holy Monastery of 
St. Paul of the Holy Mountain. This Monastery was known 
to her father George Brankovic, prince of Serbia, who built 
the Katholikon of the Monastery in honor of the Holy Great 
Martyr George the Trophy-bearer. 
 
According to Athonite tradition, as Empress Maro 
approached from the port of the Monastery, the Lady 
Theotokos prevented her in a supernatural way from 
reaching the Monastery and thus preserving the non-
entrance of females on the Holy Mountain. When she was  
halfway up the path, the Mother of God intervened.  



 
Straightway, there was an earthquake, and a feminine voice from heaven was heard, saying, "Do not proceed any 
further, for another Queen rules this place." In other words, the "other Queen" was the Theotokos herself. This she 
obeyed and humbly delivered the Precious Gifts to the pious monks and fathers, who erected in that place where 
the Theotokos appeared a cross that remains to this day and is called the “Cross of the Queen”. To this day a 
chapel may be seen that was built where this took place to commemorate the place The document from the Sultan 
with the relevant information surrounding the delivery of the Precious Gifts is preserved in the library of the 
Monastery of St. Paul. 
 
The authenticity of the Precious Gifts is based in part on oral tradition and the rest on history. But what strongly 
confirms the authenticity of the Precious gifts is the indescribable aroma which is given off sometimes 
continuously and sometimes occasionally, and the rich healing and miraculous grace which pours forth even to 
our days. 
 
 
 
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 
Thrice-boasted Gifts the Magi, the rulers from 
Persia gave to You - gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
- upon seeing You as a babe O Christ, and they 
faithfully worshipped You and were sanctified. 
Venerating Your holy treasures, we all receive 
grace, and offer a hymn to Your Nativity, O Lord. 
 
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shined the 
light of knowledge upon the world; for thereby they 
that worshipped the stars were instructed by a star 
to worship Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to 
know Thee, the Dayspring from on high. O Lord, 
glory be to Thee. 
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By Father Daniel Daly 
 
Several years ago during the Christmas season, a 
religious program on television caught my 
attention. The program featured a discussion on 
the dangers of cults, especially to young people. I 
found myself agreeing with the panelists as they 
warned young people about the hazards of 
involvement in occult or “new age” spirituality. 
 
During the interview, however, one participant 
made a statement that shocked me. “…and the 
Christmas tree is pagan too…,” he asserted. The 
Christmas Tree? Pagan? Could it be that 
something most of us enjoy so much might be 
actually pagan in origin? Despite its growing 

commercialization, the Christmas tree is still associated with the fondest memories of our early childhood. Who 
does not remember approaching the tree on Christmas morning? Today people are so captivated by it that some 
even put it up in November! It finds a place in the homes of believers and unbelievers alike. 
 
Most people are aware that the Christmas tree came to America with immigrants from Germany, but just where 
did the Christmas tree originate? Are its origins to be found in paganism, as the speaker suggested? 
 
The Christmas tree does not date from early Germanic times. Its origins are to be found in a tradition that has 
virtually disappeared from Christianity, the Liturgical Drama. In the Middle Ages liturgical plays or dramas were 
presented during or sometimes immediately after the services in the churches of Western Europe. The earliest of 
these plays were associated with the Mysteries of Holy Week and Easter. Initially they were dramatizations of the 
liturgical texts. The earliest recorded is the Quem quaeritis (“Whom do you seek?”) play of the Easter season. 
These plays later developed into the Miracle and Morality plays. Some were associated with events in the lives of 
well-known saints. The plays were presented on the porches of large churches. Although these liturgical dramas 
have now virtually disappeared, the Passion Play of Oberammergau, Germany is a recent revival of this dramatic 
form. 
 
One mystery play was presented on Christmas Eve, the day which also commemorated the feast of Adam and Eve 
in the Western Church. The “Paradise Play” told the well-known story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Paradise. The central “prop” in the play was the Paradise Tree, or Tree of Knowledge. During the play this tree 
was brought in laden with apples. 
 
The Paradise Tree became very popular with the German people. They soon began the practice of setting up a fir 
tree in their homes. Originally, the trees were decorated with bread wafers commemorating the Eucharist. Later, 
these were replaced with various kinds of sweets. Our Christmas tree is derived, not from the pagan yule tree, but 
from the paradise tree adorned with apples on December 24 in honor of Adam and Eve. The Christmas tree is 
completely biblical in origin. 
 
The first Christmas tree dates from 1605 in Strasbourg. By the 1700s the custom of the Christmas tree was 
widespread among the German people. It was brought to America by early German immigrants, and it became 
popular in England through the influence of Prince Albert, the German husband of Queen Victoria. 
 
The use of evergreens at Christmas may date from St. Boniface of the eighth century, who dedicated the fir tree to 
the Holy Child in order to replace the sacred oak tree of Odin; but the Christmas tree as we know it today does not 
appear to be so ancient a custom. It appears first in the Christian Mystery play commemorating the biblical story 
of Adam and Eve. 
 



 
How legitimate is it to use a fir tree in the celebration of Christmas? From the very earliest days of the Church, 
Christians brought many things of God’s material creation into their life of faith and worship, e.g., water, bread, 
wine, oil, candles and incense. All these things are part of God’s creation. They are part of the world that Christ 
came to save. Man cannot reject the material creation without rejecting his own humanity. In Genesis man was 
given dominion over the material world. 
 
Christmas celebrates the great mystery of the Incarnation. In that mystery God the Word became man. In order to 
redeem us, God became one of us. He became part of His own creation. The Incarnation affirms the importance 
of both man and the whole of creation. “For God so loved the world…” 
 
A faith which would seek to divorce itself from all elements of the material world in search for an absolutely 
spiritual religion overlooks this most central mystery of Christmas, the mystery of God becoming man, the 
Incarnation. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Enjoy your Christmas tree. 
 
Originally published in “The Word” magazine, December 2002. The Very Rev. Daniel Daly is pastor of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Grand 
Rapids, MI. 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas are a festive period linking together two Great Feasts of the Lord: Nativity and 
Theophany. During this period one celebration leads into another. The Nativity of Christ is a three day 
celebration: the formal title of the first day is "The Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord, God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ", and celebrates not only the Nativity of Jesus, but also the Adoration of the Shepherds of Bethlehem 
and the arrival of the Maji; the second day is referred to as the "Synaxis of the Theotokos", and commemorates 
the role of the Virgin Mary in the Incarnation; the third day is known as the "Third Day of the Nativity", and is 
also the feast day of the Protodeacon and Protomartyr Saint Stephen. 
 
January 11th  is the Orthodox Feast of the Holy Innocents. 
 
The Afterfeast of the Nativity (similar to the Western octave) continues until January 13th (that day is known as 
the Apodosis or "leave-taking" of the Nativity). 
 
The Saturday following the Nativity is commemorated by special readings from the Epistle (1 Tim 6:11-16) and 
Gospel (Matt 12:15-21) during the Divine Liturgy. The Sunday after Nativity has its own liturgical 
commemoration in honor of "The Righteous Ones: Joseph the Betrothed, David the King and James the Brother 
of the Lord". 
 
January 14th , at the center of the festal period, is another feast of the Lord (though not ranked as a Great Feast): 
the Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord. On this same day is the feast day of Saint Basil the Great, and so the 
service celebrated on that day is the Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil. 
 
January 15th  begins the Forefeast of the Theophany. 
 
The Eve of the Theophany, January 18th, is a day of strict fasting, on which the devout will not eat anything until 
the first star is seen at night. This day is known as Paramony ("preparation"), and follows the same general outline 
as Christmas Eve. That morning is the celebration of the Royal Hours and then the Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil 
combined with Vespers, at the conclusion of which is celebrated the Great Blessing of Waters, in commemoration 
of the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. There are certain parallels between the hymns chanted on Paramony 
and those of Good Friday, to show that, according to Orthodox theology, the steps that Jesus took into the Jordan 
River were the first steps on the way to the Cross. That night the All-Night Vigil is served for the Feast of the 
Theophan 
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