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The Holy Prophet Elisha lived in the ninth century before the Birth 
of Christ, and was a native of the village of Abelmaum, near Jordan. 
By the command of the Lord he was called to prophetic service by 
the holy Prophet Elijah.  
 
When it became time for the Prophet Elijah to be taken up to 
Heaven, he said to Elisha, "Ask what shall I do for you, before I am 
taken from you." Elisha boldly asked for a double portion of the 
grace of God: "Let there be a double portion of your spirit upon me." 
The Prophet Elias said, "You have asked a hard thing; if you see me 
when I am taken from you, then so shall it be for you; but if you 
don't see me, it wilt not be" (4 [2] Kings 2: 12). As they went along 
the way talking, there appeared a fiery chariot and horses and 
separated them both. Elisha cried out, "My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel and its horse!" (4 Kings 2: 12). Picking up the 
mantle of his teacher which fell from the sky, Elisha received the 
power and prophetic gift of Elias. He spent more than 65 years in 
prophetic service, under six Israelite kings (from Ahab to Joash). 
While Elisha lived, he did not tremble before any prince, and no 
word could overcome him (Sirach 48: 13 ["Sirach" is called 
"Ecclesiasticus" in Catholic Bibles ]).  
 
The holy prophet worked numerous miracles. He divided the waters of the Jordan, having struck it with the 
mantle of the Prophet Elijah; he made the waters of a Jericho spring fit for drinking; he saved the armies of the 
kings of Israel and Judah that stood in an arid wilderness by bringing forth abundant water by his prayer; he 
delivered a poor widow from death by starvation through a miraculous increase of oil in a vessel. The 
Shunamite woman showing hospitality to the prophet was gladdened by the birth of a son through his prayer, 
and when the child died, he was raised back to life by the prophet. The Syrian military-commander Namaan was 
healed from leprosy but the prophet's servant Gehazi was afflicted since he disobeyed the prophet and took 
money from Namaan on the sly.  
 
Elisha predicted to the Israelite king Joash the victory over his enemies, and by the power of his prayer he 
worked many other miracles (4 Kings 3-13). The holy Prophet Elisha died in old age at Samaria. "In his life he 
worked miracles, and at death his works were marvellous" (Sir. 48: 15). A year after his death, a corpse was 
thrown into the prophet's grave. As soon as the dead man touched Elisha's bones, he came to life and stood up 
(4 Kings 13: 20-21). The Prophet Elisha and his teacher, the Prophet Elijah, left no books behind them, since 
their prophetic preaching was oral. Jesus, son of Sirach, praised both great prophets (Sir. 48:1-15).  
 
John of Damascus composed a canon in honor of the Prophet Elisha, and at Constantinople a church was built 
in his honor. Julian the Apostate (361-363) gave orders to burn the relics of the Prophet Elisha, Abdia (Obadiah) 
and John the Forerunner, but the holy relics were preserved by believers, and part of them were transferred to 
Alexandria. In the twentieth century, the humble priest Nicholas Planas had a great veneration for the Prophet 
Elisha, and was accounted worthy to see him in visions. 
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An angel in the flesh and the cornerstone of the prophets, the second 

forerunner of the coming of Christ, 
Glorious Elijah sent grace from on high to Elisha, to dispel diseases 

and to cleanse lepers. 
Therefore, he pours forth healings on those who honor him. 
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When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the 

joyous message of Thy Resurrection; 
they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: 

Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the world great 
mercy. 
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My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered 

the earth born from their chains.                                                                                                                         
He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master,                                                                                                   

He has risen on the third day! 
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You were revealed as a Prophet of God, 

when you received from Elijah a double portion of the grace which 
you deserved; you were his contemporary, blessed Elisha, and 

together with him you unceasingly pray to Christ God for us all! 
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So Great and glorious are Thy deeds, O Lord, for by Thy wisdom Thou has created all.                                  

Verse: Bless the Lord. O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou art become exceedingly glorious. 
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(c. 10, v. 1-10 ) 

     Brethren, I desire with all my heart and I pray to God for the salvation of Israel. I can testify that they 
have a zeal for God, but it is not based on knowledge. Ignoring and disregarding the justification, which 
comes from God, they are trying to institute a justification of their own. For Christ has superseded the 
Law, and everyone, who has faith in him, may be justified.  
     Moses tells us in the Scriptures that every man, who observes the rules prescribed by the Law, will 
find life through them. But justification, which comes from faith, is much easier. It does not mean that we 
must ascend into heaven to bring Christ down on earth, or descent into the abyss to bring. Christ up 
from the dead.  
     It means only that the doctrine of the faith we preach is close to you, on your mouth, and in your 
mind. You can find salvation, if you acknowledge with your mouth that Jesus is the Lord and if you 
believe in your mind that God has raised him from the dead. For with our mind we believe in him, and so 
we are justified. With our mouth we acknowledge him, and so we are saved.  
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(c. 8, v. 28-34, c. 9, v. 1 ) 

 
     At that time, Jesus went to the region of the Gergesenes and was met by two demoniacs who came out 
from the tombs. They were so fierce that nobody could pass along that road. And behold, they shouted 
and asked: "What do you want from us, Jesus, Son of God ? Did you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time ?"  
     At some distance from them 
a great herd of swine was 
grazing. So the demons begged 
him: "If you .cast us out, allow 
us to go into the herd of 
swine." He answered them : 
"Away with you." Then they 
came out of the men and went 
into the swine. And behold, the 
whole herd of swine rushed 
down the cliff into the sea and 
perished in the waters.  
     The herdsmen fled, went to 
the city, and reported what 
happened to the herd and the 
demoniacs. And behold, the 
whole city came out to meet 
Jesus. When they found him, 
they asked him to leave their 
country. So he got into a ship 
and returned to his own city.  
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FYI 
�  SALVATION ARMY:   We have once again been asked to provide lunches for those in need. The cost of a 

bagged lunch is approximately $5.  If you would like donate a bag or bags please see Cynthia Mycyk with 
your donation.  All donations are much appreciated. 

�  CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to Ryan Quinn who graduated in May from the Pennsylvania State 
University, University Park Campus, with a BA degree in Film-Video.    Ryan earned the distinguished honor 
of the Commencement Marshal, first in his class, for the College of Communications, School of Film-Video 
for his outstanding academic and extracurricular accomplishments.  He received an engraved Nittany Lion 
statuette as the first to graduate on the Bryce Jordan Center stage with keynote speaker and Emmy Award 
winning Ken Burns.  During his four years at PSU, he wrote and directed four short films and one feature 
length production.  The most recent film, Iowa Is Closed Today, headlined at the State Theatre Film Festival 
and is being reviewed by film festival across the country.  In addition, he just earned his third Telly Award for 
a short film produced last year.  His show, Reel TV, of which he created in his sophomore year, is a platform 
for university filmmakers and is on PSU-TV and YouTube.  He will continue to work with a team of 
classmates from PSU as they launch their independent film company, 30th Street Entertainment.  The Iowa 
website is at:  http://www.iowaisclosedtoday.com/ 
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         July  
 
Sunday, July 4 

Calendar 
 
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am 

Thursday, June 8 Senior Coffee Hour 10 – 11:30 am 

Saturday, July 10 Diocesan Church School Camp ends 

Sunday, July 11 Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

Sunday, July 11 Teenage Conference begins 

Sunday, July 12 Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am, Feast of Sts Peter & Paul  

Sunday July 18 Divine Liturgy  9;30 am 

Wednesday, June 21 Parish Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 pm 

Thursday, July 22 Senior Coffee Hour  10 – 11:30 am 

Thursday, July 22 Stage & Steel auditions 7 – 9:00 pm, upstairs hall 

Saturday, July 24 Teenage Conference ends 

Sunday, July 25 Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

Sunday, July 25 Stage & Steel auditions 4 - 6:00 pm, upstairs hall 

Tuesday, July 27 Stage & Steel auditions 7 - 9:00 pm, upstairs hall 

Wednesday, July 28 63 rd UOL Convention Begins, Maplewood, NJ 

Thursday, July 29 Stage & Steel auditions, 7– 9:00 pm, upstairs hall 



�

As God Wills 
 

It is possible to be a member of the Orthodox Church, graduate 
from a seminary, perhaps even be a member of the clergy or other 
full-time Church professional, and not believe in God or in His 
providence. I would like to tackle this reality. 

I suggest that there is a God; that He is everything He is cracked 
up to be by all the theology that is taught in our seminaries and 
preached in our churches; that whether or not we see Him working 
in history in the same way that the Biblical writers have seen Him 
work, He is the living, active and personal Source of all that has 
being. 
     And that being includes us at this very moment as we sit and read, 
listen or dream or have our cell phones tuned to another channel. 
If this is true - and I challenge all of you to put Him to that test - then 
it follows that a relationship with Him is probably a good idea and 
something we ought not to leave to our Baptist brethren. 

I know that there are all sorts of approaches to liturgy, to worship 
and to prayer. What I have learned, sadly, over the years however, 
is that many people use liturgy, prayers, prayer books, prayer ropes, 
all sorts of paraphernalia that have come to be associated with 
various forms of religious expression, for many reasons other than 
forming a relationship with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I have learned that when I am asked to speak with people - 
any people -1 can take nothing for granted in this department. 

 
 
 

Now I add a side note that I want to weave into this discussion. I simply quote a conversation that I have 
had, word for word, multiple times over during the thirty plus years I have been an Orthodox nun. 

 
"Mother, why are the American monasteries, why is your monastery so small." 
"Father, who in your parish is being prepared for this life." 
 
I seriously do not want the Church to hire someone to design posters advertising monastic vocations to place on 

parish bulletin boards although I wouldn't object to a line or two added to one or another litanies praying not only 
for our "brotherhood in Christ" but for male and female monastic around the world. 

But I suggest rather that as is taught, the monastic life is a result of the "bene esse" the well-being of the 
Church. When monastic life is flourishing, it is because the Church is healthy. Small and beleaguered 
monasteries; monastics struggling with the wrong things, are a sign that something is wrong with our Church 
environment as surely as frogs showing bizarre mutations, strange diseases and simple disappearance from our 
landscape show that the world's environment is poisoned. 

There have been and are cultures where as young people seek to discern God's will for their lives, 
monasticism is considered one healthy choice among others. But we have a culture, even a "church" culture, 
where the phrase "As God Wills," signifies a negative, fatalistic approach to life and who in their right mind 
would try to find that for any future? 

I have learned to use this phrase from my Arab Palestinian friends, most of whom are Christian. 
Nevertheless, influenced by the Moslem culture around them, some seem unaware of St. Paul's words: "Work out 
your own salvation, knowing that God is working within you." 

Two things are operative here - two persons: God Who is creating reality, allowing universes, galaxies, 
black holes, solar systems and our tiny planet earth to exist, allowing us our brief time on this strange planet earth, 
allowing me to be writing these words, allowing you to read them in this present moment: Allowing us simply to 
be. In the place beyond space and the time beyond time where God exists, you and I each have an eternity to 
stand face to face with Him and in a personal relationship, grow eternally with Him into our personal reality. 

 



 
 
It has been the teaching of our Church down the millennia that how we use this small portion of created time 

and space we call our life matters incredibly.   Perhaps if we are angels, principalities, powers, it is 
different,  for already they traverse the created universe in 
ways that we cannot imagine.  We are human beings, and precisely because we are human beings, we are 
made in the image and likeness of God in the way no other creatures have been. 

For this reason - that you and I have been created as human beings - we are persons. And if in some way 
each of us identifies with the definition of an Orthodox Christian person, we cannot see our God simply as the 
New Age "Force" behind creation, but as the three Persons in Whose Image we are formed. Moreover, since 
Jesus walked this earth, we see the second Person of the Trinity as a very human Person, both God and Man. 

One of St. John's Epistles tells us that if we are Christians, we will walk as He walked. Many of us Orthodox 
Christians cringe at the idea of wearing bracelets or whatever with the letters: WWJD, "What Would Jesus Do," 
now being worn by many Protestants. Yet we need to ask ourselves why we cringe at this. A very Orthodox 
writer of Scripture said, "Walk as He walked." Yet perhaps there is something to cringe at: Whether we like it or 
not, we are in the hands of the Living God and that is a fearful thing. However much we need to get to know God 
through the Man Jesus Christ, He is not our buddy. He is our Friend, and that is a very different matter. 
       As Orthodox Christians, we are to learn to find our heart, the center of our being, if you will, our "nous." We 
are to explore our relationship with our God more seriously than we could or might explore any other relationship 
in our lives, whether that be as lover, friend or co-worker. We do not dismiss the inclusion by the old Rabbis 
of The Song of Songs in the Bible. Each of us sees God as our Lover or Spouse, or our relationships with any other 
lover or spouse will be idolatry. 

What does this mean? It does not mean neglecting our spouse, our sisters and brothers, our children, our 
friends and co-workers or the rest of our lives so that we may think about God or say prayers all the time. It 
certainly does not mean having a warm fuzzy feeling or even theological understanding that God is here, all the 
time. None of these are at the basis of prayer without ceasing, a healthy monastic vocation, or the vocation of any 
Christian, either lay or clergy, all called to be the holy priesthood of our God in this world. 

We all know that lovers usually begin with physical closeness and awareness, quality time in appropriate 
places, private exploration and discovery. We also know that something is wrong with a relationship if one 
cannot eventually let one's lover out of one's sight. I am rather to allow those times and places of physical 
closeness and awareness to change me. 

Those of you who are happily married know that your relationship gives you the support you need to go out 
into the world each day and do your very best at whatever it is you are doing. You cannot be thinking about your 
spouse every moment: you must be putting your thoughts and efforts into your studies, your job, your children, 
your clients, whatever else you do. Your relationship stabilizes you. It does not define you, rather you and your 
spouse support one another in growing into whomever and whatever God in His infinite wisdom allows, calls you 
to be. 

Our relationship with God alone defines us. If we are Orthodox Christians, we acknowledge our God as the 
most important Person in our lives. This is where I think many, many Orthodox Christians are functionally atheists or 
at best new-agers. Do we treat God with a rudeness that allows us to wake up, hear the radio music, smell the 
coffee and check our e-mails before, if we are in a pious mood, we nod in His direction? Far too often we act as 
if God is not there, or is not there as a Person, the One Who is everywhere and fills all things. When we can go 
whole days not speaking to Him, to someone we know is in the same house with us, we should know that our 
relationship is in trouble. 

We are called to be changed by God's reality. We are called to use liturgy and personal prayer in all their 
forms as lovers use quality time with their beloved, to deepen and form a relationship that allows us to be our true 
selves even, or especially, when we are not in the felt, physical presence of the beloved. 
     This is as God wills. This is who we are when we face the terrifying reality of God who says to us: "I have 
called you friends." To be a friend is to have infinite responsibility placed on one's shoulders. To be a friend is to 
become a co-worker. To be a friend means treating every person - including oneself — with the infinite respect one 
gives the children of valued friends and co-workers. 

To be a friend is to acknowledge our Friend, our co-worker, even when we may feel He has abandoned us, as 
Jesus was abandoned on the Cross. This should not surprise us. "If anyone would be My disciple, let him take up 
his cross and follow Me." Mother Teresa of Calcutta walked where many, many of the friends of Christ have 
walked, allowing her life to be formed by the reality she had experienced as a young lover of God, even when it 
seemed He had abandoned her. 

 
 



 
We are made in the image and likeness of a God Who is the great story-teller. How we each will live out our 

lives, our existence as created beings, will depend upon the stories we tell ourselves and others. If we think we 
are not telling stories, we tell a story about ourselves. 

There are the basic, negative stories we tell ourselves: "I can't do it." "I don't feel well." "I'm sick." "It's 
too hard for me." "It's their fault." "I can't help it." If we tell ourselves these little stories over and over, day 
after day, they will indeed become our story. There are other stories: "I can do anything I want to do." "I can 
have anything I want." "I can use anyone I want to use." 

All of these stories have one thing in common: they are based in our human reality apart from God. To begin to 
live as God wills, we must place ourselves within God's reality. We must repeat to ourselves until we literally get 
by heart the Gospel story, the story of good news for the poor, healing for the sick, eyes for the blind, life for the 
lifeless, hope for the hopeless and we must place ourselves within that story. We must play out daily the actions 
and words before us as surely as any novelist or screenwriter, again and again bringing ourselves and those 
around us back before the possibility of God whose will is true, alive and active. Placing ourselves within His will 
does not artificially limit us; rather by opening the door to humility, it allows us to accept our true God-given 
limitations and thus to grow into our honest God-given potential. 

Much of our responsibility as adults, as parents or teachers, parish priests, healers and care-givers, office-
workers and professionals, builders or artists, lies in our God-given ability to tell and interpret the story of those 
around us. 

If one day follows another with boring regularity and increasing vulnerability to economic downturns, do we 
understand how each day He sustains us; gives us our daily bread? Do we accept His blessing for the poor in 
spirit and with St. Paul, learn to rejoice in the story of our poverty as well as we did in our wealth? 

Has our parish church burned down? How we interpret that disaster to our people, to our bishop, will create 
the future, or the demise, of our congregation. 

Has a friend won the lottery? Can we help him or her stay 
grounded with a story that has a future with family and friends? 

Has a family been visited with disastrous death or long-term 
illness? How do we help that family with their story? Will we feed 
them platitudes, or the darkness of our own need and despair? Will 
we know rather when to stand back and support them as they live 
their own story through such times? 

I share here what I find personally useful so that I can live in the 
present moment, remembering the past and looking towards the 
future. 

I have learned that when I find myself looking at people and 
situations, whether remembering the past or looking at this present 
moment which soon will be past, seeing everyone and everything in a 
very clear light, my voice laying bare the evil, the limitations, the sin, 
the ugliness, the falsity, the wrongness around me with mocking accuracy, then I am seeing with demonic eyes and 
telling the story that the devil has told since before the beginning of the world. There are variations on this 
theme: I see the past, everyone I knew in the past, and myself in the midst with a rosy glow softening the edges 
and soft music playing in the background. The demonic clarity with which I see the present and those in it 
becomes an even more devastating vision of condemnation. Then of course another variation: I see myself and 
my present friends with great love and deep understanding. We are the wave of the present and the future and I 
see that all the past individuals and institutions who created the mess we are in were poor helpless idiots whose 
ideas and designs must be overturned and thwarted if I am to get God's will done on earth. 

The Book of Job is our guide here: It is the devil's role to be the accuser of our brethren. Every one of us, 
whatever our position in or relationship to the Church, needs to be very careful not to be the ones who do his 
work for him. We are called to see Christ within one another; we are called to create Paradise for ourselves and 
others even when we find ourselves in the midst of the worst hell of a concentration camp, a gulag, a parish, a 
family, work, school, any situation. When we demonize - or idolize — any individual or situation, and here I would 
say especially our own personal past and those who people it, we are creating a false story. 

As our stories are true, we will begin to see that they come together as His story. May we want, may we love 
both the story of our own lives and of His reality. May we find ourselves and one another, every one of us, 
rejoicing as it is written, seated together in eternity as the spouse, the Bride of Christ, at the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb. 

This is indeed As God Wills. 
      Mother Raphaela- Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery 



 

 

�������	
���
��������	�
������
�����������������
��

�

�  General Collection 6/20/10 
o Envelopes  and basket     $749.00 
o Candles     $  85.00       

 
Donations – Kraftician $10,000.00 Matching Gift Challenge  
 
Cindy Mycyk         100    Steve/Alice Sivulich  1,000 
Paul Haluszczak        100   Mary Haluszczak      300 
Kay Partridge (memory of husband William)    100    Bo Hryshchyshyn      200 
Dan/Claudia Losego        200    John Golovach      300 
Gary Koss         500    St. Matrona Society      500 
Reinhart Family (Bonnie,Nicole, Gretchen, Jim) 1,000    Marion/Vincent Maola     200 
Millie Good (honor of grandchild, Devon)    100    Anonymous         20 
Dr. Victor/Natalie Onufrey       500                         Michael & Michele Kapeluck    100. 
Howard Lynda West (pledge fulfilled)    1,000    Steve & Alexis Sawchuk     250. 
Metro/Maria Warholak (memory, George/Anna                                   Jennie Pronko in memory of  
        Warholak)                200     Gloria Pronko       50. 
Craig & Mary Stevens in honor of their recent     Bessie Sekelik in memory of 
    Marriage         100.    Bobby Kuzemko      100. 
Florence Koss & Kim Hollis in memory of    Ron & Bev Wachnowsky      100. 
     John Koss        100.          Mark & Jessica Losego in honor of 
Mr & Mrs James Proud in honor of Mark &     their recent marriage      500. 
      Jessica’s Marriage       250.   Dan & Claudia Losego in honor of 
           Mark & Jessica’s marriage.     250.    
                               Current as of 6/17/10                 Total   $ 8,120.00  

 
Just a few reminders: 
 

�  Financial obligations are $520.00 per member. 
�  When making donations for multiple weeks, please use only ONE envelope.  Your donation is recorded on 

the week it is received, so only one envelope is necessary. 
�  Please mark your envelope with your name clearly. 
�  Remember, each member is encouraged to maintain their spiritual obligations by partaking of the sacrament 

of confession and communion.  We encourage you to maintain your fellowship in the body of Christ by 
attending church services and participating in the life of the parish whenever you can. 

�  According to the Federal Tax codes which regulate 501c charitable organizations, any monies received by 
said organization in which goods or services have been exchanged, these monies cannot be considered as 
charitable donations and as such cannot be used as a deduction.  In our parish some these non-deductible 
items can include: banquet/dinner tickets, raffle tickets, candles (including your pink envelopes) cemetery 
lots etc…. These items also do not count toward your annual parish obligation 

 

$10,000.00 MATCHING GIFT – RESERVE FUND 
Elizabeth “Libby” Kraftician, Triadelphia, WV, has offered to donate $10,000 to our church if St. Peter and St. Paul 
Church generates an equal amount of $10,000 during the period April to August, 2010.  The total of $10,000 must be 

contributed by the parish during the designated period to receive the matching amount from Ms. Kraftician. 
This special fund drive will enable the Church Board of Directors to establish a Reserve Fund that will be used for 

future operating  church expenses. 
Make checks payable to:  St. Peter & Paul U.O.C. Reserve Fund 

For further information contact: 
Steve Sivulich, President 

St. Peter & St. Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
206 Christopher Circle, Pittsburgh, PA  15205 

(412)389-1723 
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BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES 
 
             
July 4____Sponsored__________   September 5________________________ 
July 11__  Sponsored__________   September 12_______________________ 
July 18______________________   September 19_______________________ 
July 25______________________   September 26_______________________ 
August 1_____________________   October 3__________________________ 
August 8_____________________   October 10_________________________ 
August 15____________________   October 17_________________________ 
August 22____________________   October 24_________________________ 
August 29____________________   October 31_________________________ 
 
 
*************************************************** ************************************ 
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM 
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________ 
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________ 
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____  
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Sts. Peter & Paul  
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
PO Box 835 
Carnegie, PA 15106 


